
Union Membership Makes  
the Difference 

As a professional musician, your real strength 
comes from working collectively with other 
musicians. Isolated musicians are more easily 
exploited and less likely to receive the benefits 
Local 47 members enjoy — contracts that are 
more than just pieces of paper, health care and 
pension, scale wages worthy of professionals, 
and more. 

AFM Local 47: The Musicians Union of 
Los Angeles 

Serving thousands of professional musicians, Local 47 is a labor union that promotes and 
protects the concerns of musicians in all areas of the music business. Located in 
Hollywood, we represent musicians working in the counties of Los Angeles (except Long 
Beach), San Bernardino, Riverside and Ventura. Affiliated with the American Federation of 
Musicians, we negotiate with employers to establish fair wages and working conditions for 
our members. 

 
Benefits of Membership 
 
Protections Afforded by AFM Contracts 
Health & Welfare and Pension contributions paid by employer. 
 

 Wage protection and contract enforcement when an employer fails to pay or defaults on an 
agreement. 

 Established minimum wages and working conditions. 
 

 Additional protections on the job. 
 
Fund Payments to Musicians 

 Sound Recording Special Payments Fund – provides money to musicians from employer 
payments made to the Fund based on sales of: 

o Sound Recordings 
o Music Videos 
o Concert DVDs 

 
 AFM & SAG-AFTRA Intellectual Property Rights Distribution Fund – to instrumentalists and 

session singers from a wide variety of agreements including various U.S. Digital Performance 
statutes & foreign collectives. 
 

 Film Musicians Secondary Markets Fund – money from obligated motion pictures & TV shows 
for secondary use of that product (e.g. when films are sold on DVD or broadcast on free TV).



AFM Local 47 Members Include: 
 

 

Local 47 & AFM Resources 
 Gig Junction Referral Service, free to members. 

 
 Health Insurance at affordable group rates for all 

areas of coverage: medical, dental, vision, 
chiropractic.  
 

 “All-Risk” Instrument Insurance to protect your 
instrument and equipment through the AFM. 
 

 Local 47 rehearsal rooms as low as $15 per session. 
 

 Emergency assistance for traveling musicians. 
 

 Studio 47, our state-of-the-art 32-track digital 
recording studio, does everything from tracking to CD 
mastering/duplication. 
 

 Musicians’ Interguild Credit Union provides financial 
services for members at competitive rates. 
 

 Free classes & seminars offered to members year-
round. 
 

 Youth membership offers a discounted fee for 
musicians under 21. 
 

 ProMusic 47 Radio, our online radio station that plays 
all union music 24/7. 
 

 Union member discounts from the AFL-CIO Union 
Privilege program offer special loan, mortgage, credit 
and legal services, and discounts on everyday 
purchases. 
 

 Local 47 Member Directory, a convenient resource 
containing contact information for members listed by 
name and instrument. 
 

 Local, National and International Agreements that 
cover: 
o  Studio recording  
o Concerts 
o Stage shows 
o TV 
o Film 
o Video Games 
o Jingles 
o Symphony 
o Opera 
o Ballet 
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